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After obtaining his PhD Degree in Bionucleonics in 1972, Henri Rothschild joined the National 
Research Council of Canada as a Research Council Officer with the Environmental Secretariat. 
In that role, he was responsible for supporting a sub-committee on Physical Energy 
Phenomena. In 1974, Dr. Rothschild was offered the challenge and the opportunity to head 
the Environmental Radioactivity Labs in the Radiation Protection Bureau of the Canadian 

Department of Health and Welfare where he was involved in the design and installation of the tritium monitoring 
network around the emerging CANDU (Canadian Deuterium Uranium) nuclear installations in Ontario. During his tenure, 
Dr. Rothschild was able to confirm these labs as part of the World Health Organization global accreditation and 
standards network. He was then appointed to be part of the Canadian delegation to the United Nations Scientific 
Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation (UNSCEAR) representing Canada at UNSCEAR for ten years.  
 
Dr. Rothschild established a new unit within the Canadian Department of the Environment in 1976 and, in doing so, 
became Chief of Nuclear Programs. In that capacity, he was responsible for providing radioactivity criteria for inclusion 
into the new Canadian Contaminants Control Act and representing the Department on the various committees of the 
Atomic Energy Control Board. In addition, he played a central role in the Government of Canada’s response to 
radioactive contamination in the city of Port Hope, Ontario through active participation in the Federal Provincial Task 
Force on Radioactivity. Most notably, he was part of the Canada-U.S. team investigating the radioactivity deposited 
across the Canadian northern environment resulting from the disintegration of the Soviet Satellite, COSMOS 954, over 
the Canadian Arctic.  
 
In 1980, Dr. Rothschild joined the Department of Energy Mines and Resources, (EMR) as Director of the Office of 
Environmental Affairs, where he played a central role in coordinating and compiling the geo-scientific reviews of the 
environmental impact of major resource development initiatives. While at EMR, Dr. Rothschild helped break new 
ground in the area of environmental assessment and risk, most significantly by helping establish the Canadian 
Environmental Assessment Research Council and serving on its inaugural Board of Directors.  
 
In 1984, Dr. Rothschild was offered a senior science policy position at the Ministry of State for Science and Technology, 
where he became Director General for strategic technologies. In that capacity, he developed the policies of the 
Government of Canada in information technologies, advanced industrial materials and biotechnology and was the 
science and technology advisor to the Canadian Trade negotiation team involved in the delivery of the Canada-U.S. Free 
Trade Agreement. Dr. Rothschild also became head of the Canadian delegation to the OECD Science and Technology 
Committee and organized the first OECD Technology in the Economy programs. A major highlight of his 
accomplishments in this position was his work in the designing and launch of the International Human Frontiers Science 
Program (HFSP), an initiative of the Government of Japan. Dr. Rothschild was delegated by his government to represent 
Canada at the early planning meetings and played a key role in the reaching of an agreement by the original eight 
participating countries, a role that was recognized when he received the HFSP 10th Anniversary Award which was 
presented at a ceremony at the White House.  
 
He was promoted to the position of Assistant Deputy Minister for Science and Technology in 1991. In this role, he was 
the government’s lead strategist on its overall investments across the portfolio of research support programs and, 
internationally, represented Canada in discussions on the support of ‘big science’ projects, including the European 
Center for Nuclear Research (CERN). One of his major responsibilities was also to establish and provide the secretariat 
for the first Canadian Prime Minister’s National Advisory Board on Science and Technology. In 1994, Dr. Rothschild 
successfully negotiated the establishment of the Canada Israel Industrial Research and Development Foundation 
(CIIRDF). Following this, he following made a career decision to leave his government position in order to manage the 
new organization whose mandate is to manage a bilateral fund for the promotion of collaborative R&D projects 
between companies in both countries.  
 



Dr. Rothschild has been the President and CEO of CIIRDF since its inception and has funded numerous projects and 
established research partnerships in areas ranging from internet software to medical devices, environmental 
technologies, robotics and new materials. The success of CIIRDF prompted the Government of Canada to apply the 
partnering approach with its other priority trading partners, including India, China and Brazil. In 2007, he launched the 
International Science and Technology Partnerships Program Canada (ISTPCanada) and became its founding President 
and CEO, a position he maintained in parallel to his CIIRDF duties until January 2014, at which time he reverted to 
focusing exclusively on the work of CIIRDF.  
 
His interest in the commercialization of academic research led him to become involved in the University of Toronto’s 
Innovation Foundation, the technology commercialization arm of Canada’s largest research university, where he served 
as a director for six years. In 2010, Dr. Rothschild headed the management of PRECARN (Precompetitive Advanced 
Research Networks), a not-for-profit corporation that designed and managed intelligent systems research programs in 
Canada. In 2010, he became a director, and in 2011 chairman, of NeuroDevNet, a Canadian Network of Centres of 
Excellence dedicated to understanding brain development and to helping children and families overcome the challenges 
of neurodevelopmental disorders.  
 
Henri Rothschild has been married to his wife, Lori, for 35 years. They live in Ottawa and are the proud parents of two 
daughters, Nathalie and Susanna. The Rothschilds enjoy spending time together at their family cottage on a beautiful 
lake north of Ottawa. From time to time, the family will host a Purdue Football party complete with old gold and black 
attire, as Henri remains a loyal and die-hard Purdue fan! 
 


